
  

Fall  
Newsletter 

For the 2020-2021 School Year 

GIVING THANKS 

I am pleased to share with you our first quarterly newsletter to complement our weekly 
updates. Every quarter we will publish a longer version of our updates and include more details 
and pictures so that you can feel closer to our experience in the school. One of the things I enjoy 
the most in a school building is being able to welcome parents, families, and communities into 
our classrooms and to share firsthand the amazing work being done. Since our schools are not 
able to do that this year, we hope that communication such as this helps to make you feel 
connected. We hope to keep you informed and involved in as many ways as possible. We are 
revamping and modernizing our website and are continuing all other ways of communication as 
well, but feel free to call us any time and we will be glad to support you.  

For this first quarter, you will learn about the joyful and effective ways in which our 
teachers facilitate learning, read some insights on benchmark assessment data, meet some of 
the team this year, and catch up with the most recent educational and health news. I hope that 
you enjoy reading this at your own pace. 

 
Sincerely, 
Wilmer Chavarria, NBCT 
Principal 
 



  

Nov. 18  Board Meeting 
Nov. 16-25 Virtual Library Book Fair 
Nov. 19  Thanksgiving Meal 
Nov. 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 28  Native American Heritage Day 
Dec. 9   Board Meeting 
Dec. 14  Picture Retakes 
Dec. 21-23 SBAC Interim Assessment 
Dec. 24  Christmas/Winter Break Begins 
Jan. 4  Spring Semester Begins 
Jan. 13   Board Meeting 
Jan. 15  In-Service Day, No Class 
Jan. 18  Martin Luther King Jr Day 
Feb. 8-12 MOY Benchmark Assessment 
Feb. 22-26 February Break 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mrs. Lake’s class has had a 
busy first quarter.  The 
kindergarteners have worked hard to 
learn how to be good students 
(sitting quietly at their desks, paying 
attention during lessons, etc.)  while 
the first graders quickly got back into 
the groove of school.  We discovered 
that once we got used to them, the 
masks weren’t as bad as we 
expected.  

MRS. LAKE’S KINDER  
AND 1ST GRADE 

In reading, the kindergarteners were introduced to all the letters and 
have learned the sounds of the letters b, f, t, n, m, i, u, c, and o.  They have also 
started learning sight words and reading short books.  The first graders reviewed 
all the letters and sounds and are now working on tapping out the sounds to read 
and write words.  The first graders are all in reading groups where they are 
reading a book a day, working on sight words, and writing about their reading. 
 



  
  

In writing, both grades have 
been working on drawing detailed 
pictures and labeling their pictures to 
teach about a topic.  In math, the 
kindergarteners have learned to count 
objects to 6, how to read and write 
numbers to 5, and how to compare 
numbers to 5.  The first graders have 
learned strategies for addition and 
subtraction.  
 

For Social Studies we completed 
a unit on rules.  We learned who makes 
rules, what happens when rules aren’t 
followed, and what can be done if a rule 
is not good.  In science we learned about 
what animals need to survive.  Students 
were able to “become” the animals to 
see how they find food and keep 
themselves safe.  They had a great time 
with this. 
 
 

The Middle School students dove into this school year and were 
ready to learn! They are curious about the world around them, asking 
thoughtful questions about the topics we have covered in science like 
photosynthesis, states of matter, chemical equations, and the weather. 
They have adapted remarkably well to new math concepts like reducing 
fractions, ratios as unit rates, and have been great at brushing up on their 
basic math facts. 

 
Students in Mr. Fahey's Middle School Humanities classes have 

been mastering in-person and online discussions around a weekly creative 
writing prompt and a weekly news article. Student's creative writing projects 
have ranged from developing imaginary conversations with a personified 
town of Readsboro to practicing the use of sensory language in describing a 
made-up newly discovered creature. We have read and dissected articles 
having to do with the 3 branches of government and the electoral college.  
 

In a weekly community meeting, our middle schoolers embody 
democratic values through the review, discussion, and proposal of 
community rules and norms using a simplified version of Roberts Rules of 
Order. With the newly elected student council, we will also be exploring 
service learning activities that we will undertake every Friday afternoon. 
 

MR. FAHEY AND MS. 
GALLAGHER 

Mrs. Lake’s class celebrating Halloween 



 
 
  

Presently, students are working on 
drafting their personal narratives and 
working through the phases of the writing 
process; brainstorming, drafting, revising, 
and publishing. We hope for the finished 
narratives to be a central component of the 
student’s online G-site digital 
portfolios/learning plans. 

Students are also mastering 
essential 21st century digital literacy skills in 
the use of Google Classroom and Fabled 
Learning Moodle for course content and the 
submission of work. Moodle is a full featured 
learning management system used widely 
throughout colleges and universities 
throughout the world. Our students are being 
well prepared for learning and working 
online.  

In the next week, we will be going 
on a historical walking tour of Readsboro, 
courtesy of the historical society. I’m very 
excited for the opportunity this will bring to 
tie in local place-based learning with our 
history and geography standards. I am 
optimistic that our students will continue to 
grow and flourish in their learning this winter. 
 

It is hard to believe how fast the school year is going by! The 2nd 
and 3rd graders have been working very hard. In math, 2nd graders continue 
to focus on place value- we are now up to 3 digit #s! We are learning about 
comparing 2 numbers. 3rd graders continue to work on multiplication. 
Students have learned a variety of ways to solve multiplication problems. 
 

Both classes have learned “what good readers do”- such as making 
predictions and taking notes as we read. Students have read nonfiction and 
fiction. In writing, every student completed a personal narrative telling a 
story from their summer. We have begun to write daily in our writing 
notebooks on a variety of topics. Students have progressed in using complete 
sentences and proofreading their work. 
 

In science, thus far we have focused on animal and plant life cycles. 
Students completed a research project on an animal of their choice. They did 
an amazing job being brave and presenting to their classmates! We have 
begun an experiment to examine growing corn seeds. In social studies, the 
focus has been on rules, government, and elections. We examined the beliefs 
of both candidates and “the promises” they have made. We will soon learn 
about pilgrims while comparing colonial life to modern times. I am very proud 
of the learning that has been accomplished and how kind the students are to 
each other.  
 

MR. McMAHON’S 2ND 
AND 3RD GRADE 

Ms. Gallagher’s students deconstructing a passage. 



 
  

Mr. McMahon’s students listening attentively during a presentation by the Readsboro Fire Department 

Message from Food Services 
 

November is a busy month. Please remember that food 
is free to any child 18 and younger and will remain this way for the 
rest of the school year. If you have a child at home who is under 
the school age or a teenager that is remote learning at home, food 
is also available to them. If you need food for the children at home 
please call and set up a pick up time with the office. If you have 
any questions or need any assistance with food for your child 
please feel free to call or email me and we can set up something 
for the weekends and holidays. 
 
I will also be doing a Thanksgiving meal for the kids on 19th. 
 
Mrs. Cheryl Green 
 

MS. GREEN 

In Guidance classes, we are using the community 
circle model to develop skills in respectful 
communication, active listening, and empathy. 
These circles give every child a chance to speak 
from their heart in a safe, non-judgemental 
atmosphere. It teaches children patience, 
compassion, self-regulation, and tolerance as 
children develop the ability to have civil 
conversations, even if they have a different point of 
view from others who are speaking. As we develop 
these skills, it is my plan that this will lead to 
peaceful and cooperative problem solving and that 
older students will take leadership roles in 
modeling and teaching these skills to younger 
students. 
 

MRS. LESLIE 



 
 
 

Our Front Office: 
 
Hello, families! 
I am so happy to officially announce my position 
as the new secretary at Readsboro Central 
School! Many of you already know me as a 
fellow mother of two students in Readsboro, a 
substitute teacher, and PTG member. I know I 
have some big shoes to fill, as our previous 
secretary is loved by so many. But I assure you I 
am here to help in any way I can. I love this town 
and I care for our children. I am excited to begin 
this new journey with you! 
 
Warm regards 
Alexandra Filiault 
 

MS. ALEX 

ELECTED STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
Modeling proper mask-wearing! 



 
 
  

An Update from Our Remote Teacher: 
 

Hello Readsboro families! I sure am missing you all during my year of remote teaching 
during this challenging time and I look forward to my return next year! I wanted to give you an 
update on what my virtual Kindergarten class is working on. In math, students are practicing their 
number skills-counting and recognizing numbers to 10. For Language Arts, students are learning 
sight words, and letter names and sounds. In Science, we are working on a unit about our 5 
senses. And, in Social Studies, students are learning about rules and laws. A fun thing to share: 
during one of my virtual class meetings this week, I took a screenshot of all my students and 
shared it with families, for an online class picture! Wishing you all the best,  
 
Miss Richardson 
 

MS. RICHARDSON 

It’s never a bad day to be Superman. 

readsboro.org 
We got a shiny new website! It’s easy to remember and 
easy to navigate. We are slowly populating it, but you can 
already visit it to find useful information such as schedules, 
announcements, board meeting agendas, and fun videos 
and pictures! 



  

The Readsboro PTG works 
with students, school staff, families, 
and the Readsboro community to 
raise funds and host engaging 
events.  Funds from the Readsboro 
PTG members and school 
community, and community 
members Ron and Tiger Waterman, 
have been used to purchase our 
school playground climber and our 
new digital school sign.  During this 
challenging time, we will strive to 
keep our school and community 
connection going with safe 
events.  We are always happy to add 
to our group! Please get in touch with 
Caraline Sprague, Meghan Carrier, or 
Alex Filiault for more information. 
 

PTG CORNER 

Music Update 
 
We Can’t Sing, But We Can Move and Groove! 
 

So that is just what we are doing in music! I have 
provided each student with their own instrument kit, so they 
will not have to share anything during music. They have 
buckets for drums, rhythm sticks, scarfs, bells, maracas, 
tambourines and plenty of other goodies to make our music 
classes exciting. I would like to take this time to thank the 
Bennington Elks Lodge for their generous donation to make 
these kits and to Kristen and Jim Irace for their bucket 
donations. I am looking forward to a great year in music! 
    
Hope to see you soon! 
Mrs. Hart  
Music / Performing Arts Teacher 
 
 

MRS. HART 

The pandemic has not stopped music and fun at Readsboro. Mrs. Hart and our specials teachers continue to engage minds and hands! 



 
  

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR ASSESSMENT RESULTS: 
A TALE OF TWO EXTREMES 

Despite the difficult year we have had, the 
benchmark assessments we carried out at the end of 
October give us some promising results. 

As a group, students show a need for a 
stronger focus on reading but seemed to perform 
satisfactorily and be on track in mathematics. In fact, 
when compared to nearby schools and districts, our 
students could potentially outperform other schools in 
math if instruction continues to be rigorous.  

Our hope is to move their reading levels to 
the same if not stronger levels as math. 

Moving forward, teachers will keep track of 
each student individually to strengthen their areas of 
growth, but most importantly, will continue to provide 
high quality instruction and practice to all students so 
that whether a student is high or low in a subject, they 
will have made gains by the end of the year. 

The following charts provide overall results 
from our assessments with a brief analysis next to 
them. The charts tell a tale of two extremes. We have 
much more specific and disaggregated data on our 
end, but we do not provide it here to protect students’ 
and families’ privacy. 

We are encouraged by the results and 
opportunities to move our students to the next level. 
 
 

“As a group, students 
show a need for a 
stronger focus on 
reading but seemed to 
perform satisfactorily 
and be on track in 
mathematics.” 
 

On the left, notice how Readsboro compares 
to the other schools in the SU. We omitted the names 
of specific schools, but it helps to see how our school 
compares at this moment in time using the same test 
around the same period. 

Overall, Readsboro was the lowest performer 
in Reading. On the next page, you will notice that 
Readsboro outperformed every other school in math. 
This contradiction is the most interesting finding in this 
set of data, and it gives our team an opportunity to 
plan accordingly. 
 
 

READING 



 
 

Readsboro students outperformed every 
other school in the SU in math. This should not 
allow us to let our guard down; instead, it should 
encourage us in the school and you at home to 
continue strengthening mathematics so that we 
can keep the momentum going. 

If students continue on this path, we could 
sustain this level of achievement through the end 
of the year which is when it matters most and 
when they must take the SBAC test which gets 
reported to the state. 

We will aggressively promote reading 
without lowering the bar in math. 
 
 

MATH 

Mrs. Gallagher’s students often incorporate rigorous math, science, technology and reading in a well-rounded STEM classroom. 


